Application Serial No. 09/685,077 
Response to Office Action Dated 05/20/2005 

Amendments to the Claims: 

Please amend the claims as indicated below. This listing of claims will replace all 
prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A shipping management computer system, said 
shipping management computer system comprising at least one computer 
device, wherein said shipping management computer system is programmed to: 

(A) receive , via a first remote from e ach r e sp e ct i v e user client computer 
device of a plurality of-usef s remote user client computer devices , a rospoct i vo 
first input from a first user associated with the first remote user client computer 
device, said first input comprising of-a r e sp e ct i v e f irst set of parcel specifications 
for a r e sp e ct i v e part i cu l ar first parcel, wherein the shipping management 
computer system is operable to associate a first user-specific origin identifier is 
associat e d with e ach r e sp e ctiv e the first user, wherein e ach r e sp e ctiv e the first 
user accesses the shipping management computer system [[over]]yia a global 
communications network using a via the first remote r e sp e ctiv e user client 
computer device, [[and]] wherein e ach r e sp e ct i v e the first remote user client 
computer device is adapted for communication [fwithllvia the global 
communications network , and wherein the first set of parcel specifications 
comprises a first set of physical dimensions of the first parcel and a first physical 
weight of the first parcel : and 

(B) in response to e ach r e sp e ct i v e the first inputrr.11: 

(1) apply a respective set of carrier-specific dimensional weight 
calculation rules, for each respective carrier of a plurality of carriers, to the 
r o spoctiv o first set of parcel specifications to dotormino calculate a 
respective carrier-specific dimensional weight according to [[a]]thefirst set 
of physical dimensions of the r e sp e ct i ve part i cu l ar first parcel in view of 
rfall the first physical weight of the r e sp e ct i v e part i cu l ar f irst parcel : and 
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(2) apply a respective set of carrier-specific billable weight rules, 
for each respective carrier of the plurality of carriers, to the first set of 
parcel specifications to determine a respective carrier-specific billable 
weight of the first parcel for the respective carrier, wherein the respective 
carrier-specific billable weight of the first parcel for the respective carrier is 
selected from a group consisting of: the physical weight of the first parcel, 
the respective carrier-specific dimensional weight of the first parcel for the 
respective carrier calculated in step (B)(1), a respective carrier-specific 
oversize weight of the first parcel, and a respective carrier-specific letter 
weight . 

2. (Currently Amended) A shipping management computer system, said 
shipping management computer system comprising at least one computer 
device, wherein said shipping management computer system is programmed to: 

(A) receive , via a first remote from e ach respect i ve user client computer 
device of a plurality of-usefs remote user client computer devices , a r e sp e ct i v e 
first input from a first user associated with the first remote user client computer 
device, said first input comprising ef-a r e sp e ct i v e first set of parcel specifications 
for a r e sp e ct i v e particu l ar f irst parcel to be shipped by the r e sp e ct i v e first user, 
wherein the shipping management computer system is operable to associate a 
first user-specific origin identifier is associatod with e ach r e sp e ctiv e the first user, 
wherein e ach r e sp e ct i v e the first user accesses the shipping management 
computer system [foverllvia a global communications network us i ng a via the first 
remote r e sp e ctiv e user client computer device, [[and]] wherein e ach r e sp e ct i v e 
the first remote user client computer device is adapted for communication 
ITwithllvia the global communications network , and wherein the first set of parcel 
specifications comprises a first set of physical dimensions of the first parcel and a 
first physical weight of the first parcel : 

(B) in response to a first reguest by any part i cu l ar r e sp e ct i v e the first user 
of the plurality of users to ship a part i cu l ar r e sp e ct i v e the first parcel, calculate, 
for each respective carrier of a plurality of carriers, a respective carrier-specific 



-9- 



Application Serial No. 09/685,077 
Response to Office Action Dated 05/20/2005 

dimensional weight of the first parcel according to the rospoct i vo first set of 
parcel specifications for the part i cu l ar r e sp e ct i v e first parcel, arid-according to a 
respective set of dimensional weight calculations rules for the respective carrier, 
wh e r e in oach r e sp e ctiv e carr ie r sp e cif i c dim e nsiona l w ei ght is ca l cu l at e d and 
according to [[a li the first set of physical dimensions of the r e sp e ct i v e part i cu l ar 
first parcel in view of ITall the first physical weight of the rospoctiv o part i cular first 
parcel; and 

(C) in response to the request by the part i cu l ar r e sp e ctiv e first user to ship 
the particular rospoctiv o first parceirr.11: 

(Hidentify each respective carrier of the plurality of carriers that 
would support shipping the particular rospoct i v o first parcel according to a 
ca l cu l ated the respective carrier-specific dimensional weigh t of the first 
parcel for the respective carrie r calculated in Step (B) , and according to a 
respective carrier-specific dimensional weight limitation for the respective 
carrie r; and 

(2) apply a respective set of carrier-specific billable weight rules, 
for each respective carrier of the plurality of carriers, to the first set of 
parcel specifications to determine a respective carrier-specific billable 
weight of the first parcel for the respective carrier, wherein the respective 
carrier-specific billable weight of the first parcel for the respective carrier is 
selected from a group consisting of: the physical weight of the first parcel, 
the respective carrier-specific dimensional weight of the first parcel for the 
respective carrier calculated in step (B), a respective carrier-specific 
oversize weight of the first parcel, and a respective carrier-specific letter 
weight . 

3. (Currently Amended) A shipping management computer system, said 
shipping management computer system comprising at least one computer 
device, wherein said shipping management computer system is programmed to: 
(A) receive , via a first remote from oach rospoct i v o user client computer 
device of a plurality o f remote user client computer devices -usefs, a r e sp e ct i v e 
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first input from a first user associated with the first remote user client computer 
device, said first input comprising ef-a r e sp e ct i v e first set of parcel specifications 
for a r e sp e ct i v e first parcel, wherein the shipping management computer system 
is operable to associate a first user-specific origin identifier i s assoc i at e d with 
e ach r e sp e ct i v e the first user, wherein e ach r e sp e ct i v e the first user accesses 
the shipping management computer system [[over]]yia a global communications 
network us i ng a via the first remote r o spoct i v o user client computer device, [[and]] 
wherein e ach r e spective the first remote user client computer device is adapted 
for communication [[withllvia the global communications network , and wherein 
the first set of parcel specifications comprises a first set of physical dimensions of 
the first parcel and a first physical weight of the first parcel ; and 

(B) in response to a first reguest by any part i cular r e sp e ct i v e the first user 
of the plurality of users to ship a particu l ar r e sp e ctiv e the first parcel, for each 
respective carrier of a plurality of carriers: 

(1 ) calculate , for e ach respect i v e carri e r of a p l ura li ty of carr ie rs, a 
respective carrier-specific dimensional weight for the part i cu l ar r e sp e ct i v e 
first parcel according to the r e sp e ctiv e first set of parcel specifications and 
according to a respective set of dimensional weight calculation rules for 
the respective carrier, wherein each respective carrier-specific 
dimensional weight is calculated according to ITall the first set of physical 
dimensions of the r e sp e ct i v e part i cu l ar first parcel in view of [[all the first 
physical weight of the r e sp e ctiv e particu l ar first parcel; 

(2) determine whether the respective carrier-specific dimensional 
weight of the first parcel calculated in Step (B)(1 ) for the respective carrier 
exceeds a corresponding respective carrier-specific dimensional weight 
limitation for the respective carrier; and 

(3) in response to determining that the respective carrier-specific 
dimensional weight of the first parcel calculated in Step (B)(1) does not 
exceed the corresponding respective carrier-specific dimensional weight 
limitation for the respective carrier, designate the respective carrier as a 
respective supporting carrier for shipping the first parcel . 
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4. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 3, said shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

compar e tho ca l cu l at e d respect i v e carrior spec i f i c d i mensiona l w ei ght 
r e sp e ct i v e carr i er sp e c i f i c d i m e ns i onal w ei ght li m i tat i on; and 

i d e nt i fy as a r e sp e ct i ve supporting carr ie r e ach r e sp e ct i v e carr ie r for wh i ch 
th e ca l cu l at e d r e spectiv e carr ie r - sp e c i f i c dim e nsional weight do e s not e xc ee d th e 
r e spect i ve carri o r spec i fic dimens i ona l we i ght li m i tation 

(C) apply a respective set of carrier-specific billable weight rules, for each 
respective carrier of the plurality of carriers, to the first set of parcel specifications 
to determine a respective carrier-specific billable weight of the first parcel for the 
respective carrier wherein the respective carrier-specific billable weight of the 
first parcel for the respective carrier is selected, according to the respective set of 
carrier-specific billable weight rules, from a group consisting of: the physical 
weight of the first parcel, the respective carrier-specific dimensional weight of the 
first parcel for the respective carrier calculated in step (B)(1), a respective carrier- 
specific oversize weight of the first parcel, and a respective carrier-specific letter 
weight . 

5. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 4, said shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

(D) for each respective delivery service of a plurality of delivery services 
offered by each respective supporting carrier, calculate a respective service- 
specific, carrier-specific shipping rate for shipping the part i cular r e sp e ct i v e first 
parcel. 

6. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 5, said shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

for e ach r e sp e ct i v e servic e offered by each r e sp e ct i v e support i ng carri e r, 
ca l cu l at e th e r e sp e ct i ve sorv i c e- sp e c i f i c, carr i er sp e cif i c sh i pp i ng rat e for 
sh i pping th e part i cu l ar rospoct i v e parce l according to a r e sp e ct i v e s e t of s e rv i c e- 



- 12- 



Application Serial No. 09/685,077 
Response to Office Action Dated 05/20/2005 



sp e c i fic, carr ie r spoc i fic parc el shipping pr i cing ru le s as app li ed to th e r e sp e ct i v e 
s e t of parc e l sp e c i ficat i ons and to th e ca l culat e d r e spective carri e r - sp e c i fic 
d i mensiona l w ei ght and as app li ed to a rospoct i v e orig i n z i p codo and a 
r e sp e ct i v e e x e mp l ary d e st i nation z i p code i nput by the part i cular r e sp e ct i v e us e r 

(E) receive, via a second remote user client computer device of the 
plurality of remote user client computer devices, a second input from a second 
user associated with the second remote user client computer device of a second 
set of parcel specifications for a second parcel wherein the shipping 
management computer system is operable to associate a second user-specific 
origin identifier with the second user, wherein the second user accesses the 
shipping management computer system via the global communications network 
via the second remote-user client computer device, wherein the second remote 
user client computer device is adapted for communication via the global 
communications network, and wherein the second set of parcel specifications 
comprises a second set of physical dimensions of the second parcel and a 
second physical weight of the second parcel; and 

(F) in response to a second reguest by the second user of the plurality of 
users to ship the second parcel, for each respective carrier of a plurality of 
carriers: 

(1) calculate a respective carrier-specific dimensional weight of the 
second parcel according to the second set of parcel specifications, 
according to a respective set of dimensional weight calculation rules for 
the respective carrier, and according to the second set of physical 
dimensions of the second parcel in view of the second physical weight of 
the second parcel; 

(2) determine whether the respective carrier-specific dimensional 
weight of the second parcel calculated in Step (F)(1) for the respective 
carrier exceeds a corresponding respective carrier-specific dimensional 
weight limitation for the respective carrier; and 

(3) in response to determining that the respective carrier specific 
dimensional weight of the second parcel calculated in Step (F)(1) does not 
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exceed the corresponding respective carrier-specific dimensional weight 
limitation for the respective carrier designate the respective carrier as a 
respective supporting carrier . 

7. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim [[6]]5, said shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

(E) generate an online comparison display of the respective service- 
specific, carrier-specific shipping rates for shipping the first parcel to a rospoct i vo 
first display monitor configured with the r e sp e ct i v e first remote user client 
computer device of the particular respective user. 

Claims 8-57 (Cancelled). 

58. (New) A method^ using a computer system^ for managing shipping of a 
plurality of parcels shipped by any one of a plurality of carriers, the method 
comprising: 

(A) receiving, via a first remote user client computer device of a plurality of 
remote user client computer devices, a first input, said first input comprising a 
first set of parcel specifications for a first parcel to be shipped by a first user, 
wherein the first set of parcel specifications comprises a first set of physical 
specifications about the first parcel, and wherein the first set of physical 
specifications about the first parcel is selected from a group consisting of: 

(1 ) a first set of physical dimensions of the first parcel and a first 
physical weight of the first parcel, and 

(2) a first type of parcel and the first physical weight of the first 
parcel; and 

(B) in response to the first input, for a first carrier of a plurality of carriers: 

(1) calculating a first carrier-specific dimensional weight according 
to a first set of carrier-specific dimensional weight calculation rules, in view 
of the first set of physical specifications about the first parcel; and 
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(2) determining a first carrier-specific billable weight of the first 
parcel for the first carrier, wherein the first carrier-specific billable weight of 
the first parcel for the first carrier is selected, according to a first set of 
carrier-specific billable weight rules, from a group consisting of: the 
physical weight of the first parcel, the first carrier-specific dimensional 
weight of the first parcel for the first carrier calculated in Step (B)(1 ), a first 
carrier-specific oversize weight of the first parcel, and a first carrier- 
specific letter weight. 

59. (New) The method of Claim 58, said method further comprising: 

(C) in response to the first input, for a second carrier of the plurality of 
carriers: 

(1 ) calculating a second carrier-specific dimensional weight 
according to a second set of carrier-specific dimensional weight 
calculation rules, in view of the first set of physical specifications about the 
first parcel; and 

(2) determining a second carrier-specific billable weight of the first 
parcel for the second carrier, wherein the second carrier-specific billable 
weight of the first parcel for the second carrier is selected, according to a 
second set of carrier-specific billable weight rules, from a group consisting 
of: the physical weight of the first parcel, the second carrier-specific 
dimensional weight of the first parcel for the second carrier calculated in 
Step (C)(1 ), a second carrier-specific oversize weight of the first parcel, 
and a second carrier-specific letter weight. 

60. (New) The method of Claim 58, said method further comprising: 

(C) determining whether the first carrier-specific dimensional weight of the 
first parcel calculated in Step (B)(1) for the first carrier exceeds a corresponding 
first carrier-specific dimensional weight limitation for the first carrier; and 

(D) in response to determining that the first carrier-specific dimensional 
weight of the first parcel calculated in Step (B)(1) does not exceed the 
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corresponding first carrier-specific dimensional weight limitation for the first 
carrier, designating the first carrier as a first supporting carrier for shipping the 
first parcel. 

61 . (New) The method of Claim 59, said method further comprising: 

(D) determining whether the first carrier-specific dimensional weight of the 
first parcel calculated in Step (B)(1) for the first carrier exceeds a corresponding 
first carrier-specific dimensional weight limitation for the first carrier; 

(E) in response to determining that the first carrier-specific dimensional 
weight of the first parcel calculated in Step (B)(1) does not exceed the 
corresponding first carrier-specific dimensional weight limitation for the first 
carrier, designating the first carrier as a first supporting carrier for shipping the 
first parcel; 

(F) determining whether the second carrier-specific dimensional weight of 
the first parcel calculated in Step (C)(1 ) for the second carrier exceeds a 
corresponding second carrier-specific dimensional weight limitation for the 
second carrier; and 

(G) in response to determining that the second carrier-specific 
dimensional weight of the first parcel calculated in Step (C)(1) does not exceed 
the corresponding second carrier-specific dimensional weight limitation for the 
second carrier, designating the second carrier as a second supporting carrier for 
shipping the first parcel. 

62. (New) The method of Claim 58, wherein the first carrier-specific billable 
weight of the first parcel for the first carrier is the physical weight of the first 
parcel. 

63. (New) The method of Claim 58, wherein the first carrier-specific billable 
weight of the first parcel for the first carrier is the first carrier-specific dimensional 
weight of the first parcel for the first carrier calculated in Step (B)(1 ). 
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64. (New) The method of Claim 58, wherein the first carrier-specific billable 
weight of the first parcel for the first carrier is the first carrier-specific oversize 
weight of the first parcel. 

65. (New) The method of Claim 58, wherein the first carrier-specific billable . 
weight of the first parcel for the first carrier is the first carrier-specific letter weight. 

66. (New) The method of Claim 59, wherein the second carrier-specific 
billable weight of the first parcel for the second carrier is the physical weight of 
the first parcel. 

67. (New) The method of Claim 59, wherein the second carrier-specific 
billable weight of the first parcel for the second carrier is the second carrier- 
specific dimensional weight of the first parcel for the second carrier calculated in 
Step (C)(1). 

68. (New) The method of Claim 59, wherein the second carrier-specific 
billable weight of the first parcel for the second carrier is the second carrier- 
specific oversize weight of the first parcel. 

69. (New) The method of Claim 59, wherein the second carrier-specific 
billable weight of the first parcel for the second carrier is the second carrier- 
specific letter weight. 

70. (New) The method of Claim 58, said method further comprising: 

(C) determining whether the first carrier-specific dimensional weight of the 
first parcel calculated in Step (B)(1 ) for the first carrier exceeds a corresponding 
first carrier-specific dimensional weight limitation for the first carrier; and 

(D) in response to determining that the first carrier-specific dimensional 
weight of the first parcel calculated in Step (B)(1 ) does not exceed the 
corresponding first carrier-specific dimensional weight limitation for the first 
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carrier, for each respective delivery service of a plurality of delivery services 
offered by the first carrier: calculating a respective service-specific shipping rate 
for shipping the first parcel. 

71 . (New) The method of Claim 70, said method further comprising 

(E) generating an online comparison display of each respective service- 
specific shipping rate for shipping the first parcel calculated in Step (D) to a first 
display monitor operable with the first remote user client computer device. 

72. (New) The method of Claim 59, said method further comprising: 

(D) determining whether the first carrier-specific dimensional weight of the 
first parcel calculated in Step (B)(1 ) for the first carrier exceeds a corresponding 
first carrier-specific dimensional weight limitation for the first carrier; 

(E) in response to determining that the first carrier-specific dimensional 
weight of the first parcel calculated in Step (B)(1) does not exceed the 
corresponding first carrier-specific dimensional weight limitation for the first 
carrier, for each respective delivery service of a plurality of delivery services 
offered by the first carrier, calculating a first respective service-specific shipping 
rate for shipping the first parcel; 

(F) determining whether the second carrier-specific dimensional weight of 
the first parcel calculated in Step (C)(1 ) for the second carrier exceeds a 
corresponding second carrier-specific dimensional weight limitation for the 
second carrier; and 

(G) in response to determining that the second carrier-specific 
dimensional weight of the first parcel calculated in Step (C)(1) does not exceed 
the corresponding second carrier-specific dimensional weight limitation for the 
second carrier, for each respective delivery service of a plurality of delivery 
services offered by the second carrier, calculating a second respective service- 
specific shipping rate for shipping the first parcel. 

73. (New) The method of Claim 72, said method further comprising: 
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(H) generating an online comparison display to a first display monitor 
operable with the first remote user client computer device, wherein said online 
comparison display comprises an indication of each first respective service- 
specific shipping rate for shipping the first parcel calculated in Step (E) and an 
indication of each second respective service-specific shipping rate for shipping 
the first parcel calculated in Step (G). 

74. (New) The shipping management computer system of Claim 1 , wherein 
the respective carrier-specific billable weight of the first parcel for the respective 
carrier is the physical weight of the first parcel. 

75. (New) The shipping management computer system of Claim 1 , wherein 
the respective carrier-specific billable weight of the first parcel for the respective 
carrier is the first carrier-specific dimensional weight of the first parcel for the first 
carrier calculated in Step (B)(1). 

76. (New) The shipping management computer system of Claim 1 , wherein 
the respective carrier-specific billable weight of the first parcel for the respective 
carrier is the first carrier-specific oversize weight of the first parcel. 

77. (New) The shipping management computer system of Claim 1 , wherein 
the respective carrier-specific billable weight of the first parcel for the respective 
carrier is the first carrier-specific letter weight. 

78. (New) The shipping management computer system of Claim 1 , said 
shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

(C) identify each respective carrier of the plurality of carriers that would 
support shipping the first parcel according to the respective carrier-specific 
dimensional weight of the first parcel for the respective carrier calculated in Step 
(B)(1), and according to a respective carrier-specific dimensional weight limitation 
for the respective carrier; 
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(D) ) for each respective carrier that would support shipping the first parcel, 
for each respective delivery service of a plurality of delivery services offered by 
the respective carrier, calculate a respective service-specific, carrier-specific 
shipping rate for shipping the first parcel using the respective carrier-specific 
billable weight determined for the respective carrier in Step (B)(2); and 

(E) generate an online comparison display to a first display monitor 
operable with the first remote user client computer device, wherein said online 
comparison display comprises an indication of each respective service-specific 
shipping rate for shipping the first parcel calculated in Step (D). 

79. (New) The shipping management computer system of Claim 2, wherein 
the respective carrier-specific billable weight of the first parcel for the respective 
carrier is the physical weight of the first parcel. 

80. (New) The shipping management computer system of Claim 2, wherein 
the respective carrier-specific billable weight of the first parcel for the respective 
carrier is the first carrier-specific dimensional weight of the first parcel for the first 
carrier calculated in Step (B)(1). 

81 . (New) The shipping management computer system of Claim 2, wherein 
the respective carrier-specific billable weight of the first parcel for the respective 
carrier is the first carrier-specific oversize weight of the first parcel. 

82. (New) The shipping management computer system of Claim 2, wherein 
the respective carrier-specific billable weight of the first parcel for the respective 
carrier is the first carrier-specific letter weight. 

83. (New) The shipping management computer system of Claim 2, said 
shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

(D) for each respective carrier identified in Step (C)(1) that would support 
shipping the first parcel, for each respective delivery service of a plurality of 
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delivery services offered by the respective carrier, calculate a respective service- 
specific, carrier-specific shipping rate for shipping the first parcel using the 
respective carrier-specific billable weight determined for the respective carrier in 
Step (C)(2); and 

(E) generate an online comparison display to a first display monitor 
operable with the first remote user client computer device, wherein said online 
comparison display comprises an indication of each respective service-specific 
shipping rate for shipping the first parcel calculated in Step (D). 
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